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Tuere was no performance at this Theatre yesterday evening. 
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Covent Garden heatre. 
Tue Oratorio of The Messiah was, last night, performed at this 
Theatre, for the first time, and, as the bills announce, for the only 
time this season. It is beyond deubt that Handel, a composer, whom 
it is an honor to the taste of this country to have fostered and kept 
within its bosom, has infused a greater portion of genius into the com- 
position of 7he Messiah than into any other of his sacred Oratorios, 
and it may be truly said to be a chef d’euvre of sustained grandeur. 
The audiences, however, that frequent the Theatres, require a less 
uniform aud more sparkling style of composition to be mixed with the 
solemn strains of Hendel, and it is for this reason, therefore, that the 
directors of these performances are obliged to give what are called 
Selections as being more calculated to please the general taste. For 
our own parts, we would never wish to hear any portion of The Mea- 
siah sung in one of those Selections, as it always seems to us little less 
than profanation to follow up ‘ I know that my Redeemer liveth,’ with 
‘Oh! no, we never mention her,’ or some such ditty; and, we never 
hear the sublime chorus ‘ Hallelujah,’ without being ready to ery out 
with Milton 
‘'Oh, may we soon again renew that song, 
And keep in tune with heav’n, ’till God ere long, 
‘To his celestial concert us unite, 
To live with him, and sing in endJess morn of light.”’ 
Mr. Bennett cpened the Oratorie with the recitative ‘Comfort ye 
my people’ in which he was tolerably successful, though the remem- 
brance of Braham’s exquisite manner of giving it was much against him. 
Phillips and Miss Paton, who left early for the Antient Concerts, only 
savg once each, the former gave the recitative ‘ Thus said the Lord,’ 
and air ‘ But who may abide,’ with admirable chasteness and expres- 
sion ; and the latter in ‘ Rejoice Greatly!’ absolutely reveled in a 
concord of sweet sounds. Mrs. Atkinson appeared to great advantage 
in the music assigned to her, she was loudly encored in ‘ But thou 
didst not leave.’ Messrs Atkins, and Goulden, and Miss Bruce, exerted 
their powers wost satisfactory. Thechorusses ‘ For unto us,’ and 
* Hallelujah’ were sang with the most sublime effect, and enthusiasti- 
cally encored. Between the Parts Master Minasi, and Mr. Elliason, 
played concertos on the flute and violiv, and were greatly applauded ; 
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on the whole the performance went off with great éclat, and as there 
wasa better house than on any preceeding evening, we trust Z'he JMes- 
siah will be repeated. 


TorrensamM Tueatre.—Mr. Melrose has announced his Benefit for 
Monday, when will be performed a Musical Entertainment called The 
Noble Austrian ; or, The Siege of Belgrade, with Guy Mannering, 
re-christened The Gipsey's Prophecy, in which he will take the part of 
Dandy Dinmont, and Mrs. Waylett Lucy Bertram ; to conclude with 
Master's Out. Mrs Waylet, Miss Tree, Miss Butline, and Mr. Mel- 
rose, will introduce numerous songs, &c¢ in the course of the evening. 


At the Dramatic Establishment, Liverpool Street, New Road, Sig- 
nor Lanza’s Pupils, will, this evening, give a Grand Dress Represen- 
tation of The Cabinet, and the Musical Entertainment of Rosina. 


Great preparations are making at Stratford, upon Avon to celebrate 
the birth day of our Immortal Bard, at that, his native place, by a 
triennial festival, on the 23rd of April. 


Yo the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epiror, I address you from the elegant Divan now open at [02, 
Strand, where I am a constaut visitor ;—here I find matchless cigars, exquisite 
eoffee, profusion of magazines and newspapers, and elegant decorations render 
the establishment the very essence of comfort and fashion—do pop in—just wish 
to say a word—beg pardon, hope | don’t intrade—but will you excus «me— 
to have to mention, that L’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, 
and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two grand views,at the Diorama, 
Regei t’s Park— was puzzled to decide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
plete--the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 
Hac difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil. 

On my return through Regent Street I step in to see the Wonders of Illusion, 
disp'ayed by Art, at the Cosmorama.—The Palace of the Grand Seignor, The 
City of Grand Cairo, Grand Temple of Edfou in Egypt, Cherbourg, Cape St. 
Vincent, Mont St. Gothard, with the Devil's Bridge and the Falls of the Reuss 
im motion, and the last terrific Eruption of Mount Vesuvius—truly awful ! 

On Tuesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Scutprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s up’oa ious taugh—the expression so perfect; pose of figures 
admirable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them—This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course ofa few weeks. 

Oo Friday, [drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. 

1 daily, between 1 and 4, qualify Mrs, Pry’s discordant notes. with some har- 
mony divine, and may be tound at The Apollonicon, 101. St. Martin’s Lane.— 
Mc<iket and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opera ef Masaniello, enchanting ! 

I nightly lounge in the lobbies—fond of adventure—observed a beautiful 
Sylph admiring herself in my boots—* Why, Mr. Pry,’ saysshe, ‘ does a great 
actress resemble Warren’s Jet Blacking 2?’ * Because she cuts ashine.’—I never 
give it up. 

Theatres closed !—drop into Cheldron's Tavern, Leicester Square—enjoy 
sparkling glass of wine, a tumbler of real whiskey punch, and cigar of the firs 
quality—company jolly lads—but [ intrude, beg pardon, your’s, PAUJ. PRY 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 





. This Eventing, the Tragedy of 

| THE GAMESTER. 
f Beverley, Mr C. KEMBLE, 

‘ Bates, Mr BAKER, Jarvis, Mr EGERTON, 


Stukely, Mr WARDE, 
Dawson, Mr HORREBOW, Waiter, Mr HEATH, 
Lewson, Mr ABBOTT, 
: Mrs Beverley, Miss FANNY KEMBLE, 
| Charlotte, Miss LAWRENCE, Lucy, Mrs DALY. 





After which, (22nd time) a new Farce, in one act, called 


Teddy, the Tiler. 


Lord Dunderford, Mr EVANS, Bombardine, Mr HORREBOW, 
Henry, Mr DURUSET, Frederick, Mr BAKER, 
Mr Scrivener, Mr ‘TURNOUR, Tim, Mr ADAMSON, 
Teddy Mulowney, the Tiler, Mr POWER, 
Stiff, Mr HENRY, Apewell, Mr IRWIN, Richaid, Mr HEATH. 


Lady Dunderford, Mrs WESTON, Julia, Mrs BROWN, 


Oriel.........Miss LAWRENCE, Flora.....: eoeMiss J. SCOTT. 
—— 


Ts conclude with (20th time) a rew Musical Romance called 


Robert the Devil, 


Duke of Normandy. 
The Music, entirely new, by I. Barnett. Scen ry by Messrs. Grieve, &c. 


| Lindor.........Mr DURUSET, Edmond.........Mr HORREBOW, 
F Robert, Doke of Normandy, Mr G. BENNETT, 
Jaques Bocage, Mr MEADOWS, Gontran, Mr TURNOUR, 
Picolo, Mr KEELEY. 
Conntess de Rosambert, Miss LACY, Blanche, Miss HUGHES, 
Who will sing—‘As when the reereant Soldier hears,’ § * The False-hearted.’ 
Mati'da, Mrs VINING, Dame Gertrude, Mrs WESTON, 
Lodine, Miss CAWSE—in which she will sing ‘ The little Blind Boy. 





To-morrow, No Peiformance. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, Auber’s Opera of 


MASANIELLO. 


Don Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr T. COOKE, 
Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fishermen) Mr SINCLAIR, 


Piétro, Mr BEDFORD, Rufino, Mr BLAND, Moreno,MrYARNOLD, 


Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Friend) Mr LEE, 
Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner, Mr FENTON. 


Fenella.........(Masaniello’s Sister).........Mrs W. BARRYMORE 


Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS. 
Fishermen’s Wives—Miss Faucit, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Bedford. 
A BOLERO by Miss ANGELICA. 


Principal Daneers—Miss Ryal, Miss Macdonald, Misses Lidia, Gear, 


Chikini, Ballin, M'Henry, Vallancey, Webster, Willmott, Claire. 
Messrs Howell, Barnes, Bartlett, Chikini, Wieland, Baker, &c. &c. 








After which, the Farce of 
eg T2 qo 
My Wife! What Wife? 
Captain Heetor Tempest, (of the Navy,) Mr FARREN, 
Captain Heétor Tempest, (of the Light Dragoons,) Mr JONES, 
Simon Pym, Mr HARLEY, 
Blunt, Mr W. BENNETT, Staunch, Mr BROWNE, 
Thomas, Mr YARNOLD, Allsauce, Mr SALTER. 


Louisa, Mrs NEWCOMBE, Lady Longpurse, Mrs C, JONES, 
Nurse, Mrs Webster. 





To conclude with, the Drama called 


THE BRIGAND. 


Prince Bianchi, Mr BROWNE, Albert, Mr H. WALLACK, 
Theodore, Mr J. VINING, Alessandro Massaroni, Mr WALLACK, 
Count Caraffa, Mr C. JONES, Cardinal-Secretary, Mr FENTON, 
Nicolo, Mr WEBSTER, Rubaldo, Mr BEDFORD, 
Spoletto.....06 ssoseee Mr BLAND, Matteo....... o. ~Mr HOWELL, 
Carlotti, Mr YARNOLD, Uberto, Mr ROBINSON, 


Ottavia, Miss FAUCIT, Maria Grazie, Mrs W. BARRYMORE. 





To-morrow, A Selection of Antient and Modern Music. 
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